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Mattie J.T. Stepanek is an award-winning poet whose struggle with a rare form of muscular

dystrophy has touched the lives of people nationwide. Celebrate Through Heartsongs, his fourth

inspiring collection of poetry, features works written between the ages of three and eleven, and

continues to spread Mattie's message of universal hope, peace, courage, and love. Fully illustrated

by the poet, the collection will appeal to people of all ages, religions, and beliefs.
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Matthew J. T. Stepanek, best known as "Mattie," has been writing poetry and short stories since age

three. His first three books of poetry are titled Heartsongs, Journey Through Heartsongs, and Hope

Through Heartsongs. Mattie is a frequent public speaker who has appeared on Oprah, Good

Morning America, and Larry King and has had his poetry published in newspapers and magazines

nationwide. In 2002, Mattie was awarded the Children's Hope Medal of Honor, the Verizon Courage

Award, and the Humanitarian Award from the Pediatric Nursing Society of America. Mattie serves

as the Maryland State Goodwill Ambassador for the Muscular Dystrophy Association, and was the

National Goodwill Ambassador in 2002. He lives in Maryland with his mother, Jeni, where he is

homeschooled.

A wonderful, and inspiring book of poems by a young man who has since died. Amazing insights in



a youngster, and an attitude of gratitude that is touching.

This AUDIO BOOK of spoken poetry is the 4th installment of the 5 original VSP-Published books of

HeartSongs by Mattie Stepanek. Celebrate Through Heartsongs is among some of his very best

poetic efforts. Mattie Stepanek died on 22 June 2004 (at age 13) from Dysautonomic Mitochondrial

Myopathy, a rare form of muscular dystrophy. Mattie was a confirmed genius, but a humble and

sweet one who loved God and hated no one. This is a collection of poems that speak volumes

about Mattie's wisdom and insights into such difficult topics as: Fear, Love, Suffering, Lonliness,

Relationships, Life's Goals/Dreams, and Impending Death. Mattie had the wisdom and

understanding of a 52 year old adult.This audio book of Mattie's poems (in fact ALL of the 5 books)

is read by Mattie, himself. He is 100% genuine and 100% endearing! His voice alone, gives the

listener marvelous glimmers of his erudite, but very gentle personality.

Mattie Stepanek's poetry leaves some people wondering how a child could express his thoughts

and feelings with such style and grace, and yet as I read through the pages I find myself

understanding exactly what he means, and remembering my own special words for entities when I

was a child. Mattie is sparked with the grace all of us are born with, but few continue to hold. He

exhibits real intelligence, not by calculating or giving us a technological advancement, not by

teaching us how to manage our money or how to avoid shelling it out to the IRS. Mattie's

intelligence is of the highest variety--the understanding that Love is Law and that the only things of

value in this world are the eternal souls--fellow human beings made in the Creator's Image--that we

meet and hopefully commune with (rather in a sandbox or by a fireplace) every day of our lives.

A wonderful read for children or adults, Mattie Stepanek is an amazing and talented writer for his

age. Must read!

Excellent book! God bless that boy and his soul.The peacemaker!

Love, Love, Love, Mattie's books & reading them with my grandson. I'm glad we are learning more

about him everyday.

Love Mattie's poetry. He was a very talented and tragic young boy.



son loves it
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